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Ganapati and challenged him to say anything over and above
what he himself had predicted. Ganapati without stopping
the game of cards, un-hesitatingly answered all the queries
ofRamadas Pantulu. They realised that this young man. was
a prodigy and requested him to stay there the following day
also. But Ganapati was intent on continuing the pilgrimage
along with the other two pilgrims. Ramads Pantulu wanted
to remunerate Ganapati suitably. Early in the morning the
three pilgrims started out. At the instance of Ramadas
Pantulu, the old astrologer met one Varanasi Achyutarama
Sastri in the Dharmasala and after a brief conversation, went
away. Achyutarama S'astri was a poet and friend ofKrishnama
Naidu, the proprietor of the Dharmasala. Naidu had not been
doing well for some time. Achyutarama Sastri was longing
to be effectively useful to his friend and when he was told by
the old astrologer, he wished to take Ganapati, to his friend.

Achyutarama Sastri, welcoming Ganapati, told him
that he had a dream the previous night that an elephant came
to the Dharmasala and was surprised to know that the
youngman's name was Ganapati. Achyutarama Sastri made
him take his bath and food and then took him to the house of
Naidu.

Krishnama Naidu was a landlord, with ^ charitable
disposition. He had no children through his first wife and so
he had married again. But since the second marriage, he had
been suffering from an incurable malady. Ganapati examined
his horoscope and told him that in about three months he
would be free from the disease, his second wife would beget
a daughter and that Naidu would adopt a boy. Naidu was
almost talked out of his disease by Ganapati and his presence
itself proved an effective treatment. So Naidu gave some
money to the other two pilgrims and retained Ganapati with
him.
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